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MYP 
ASSESSMENT POLICY 



1. Purpose of Assessment
The primary purpose of assessment and evaluation at CIS is to support and improve student learning, while aligning CIS assessment practices with the philosophy of the International Baccalaureate Organization (IBO).
The single most important aim of MYP assessment (consistent with the Primary Years Programme and the Diploma Programme) is to support curricular goals and encourage appropriate student learning. Assessments are based on evaluating course aims and objectives; therefore, effective teaching to the course requirements also ensures effective teaching to examination and other formal assessment requirements.
2. Philosophy of Assessment at CIS
At CIS, we acknowledge the holistic development of our students. Assessments are designed to achieve this by:
· Tracking student progress through varied approaches.
· Providing meaningful feedback to guide learning.
· Ensuring fairness, variety, and inclusivity to accommodate different learning styles, experiences, and abilities.
3. Assessment in the MYP (Adapted from MYP Principles to Practice)
Assessment in the MYP aims to:
1. Support and encourage student learning by providing feedback on the learning process.
2. Inform, enhance, and improve the teaching process.
3. Provide opportunities for students to transfer skills across disciplines (e.g., personal project, interdisciplinary unit assessments).
4. Promote positive student attitudes towards learning.
5. Promote deep understanding of subject content by supporting inquiry in real-world contexts.
6. Develop critical- and creative-thinking skills.
7. Reflect international-mindedness by setting assessments in diverse cultural and linguistic contexts.
8. Support holistic development by considering the growth of the whole student.
9. Ensure common practices in using MYP assessment criteria and determining achievement levels.
4. Assessment in the MYP at CIS
4.1 Holistic Approach
Students are assessed in diverse ways, including hands-on learning activities, experiments, oral presentations, research papers, and written examinations.
4.2 Formative and Summative Assessments
· Formative Assessment
· Continuous process of gathering, analyzing, and interpreting evidence to improve learning.
· Integrated into daily instruction, providing teachers and students with progress information.
· Methods include observations, interviews, work samples, extended projects, performances, exhibitions, short-answer tests, and portfolios.
· Promotes deep understanding and skill development through varied assignments.
· Involves student self-assessment and peer assessment (in safe, collaborative environments).
· Provides descriptive feedback during the learning process.
· Summative Assessment
· Conducted at the end of a teaching cycle to evaluate student learning against pre-defined criteria.
· Gauges student achievement at a specific point in time.
· Examples include chapter tests, quarter exams, lab reports, and research papers.
· Tasks must be clearly communicated in advance, with rubrics, clarifications, examples, and practice assessments provided.
4.3 Criterion-Based Assessment
Students are evaluated using predetermined MYP subject-group specific criteria.
4.4 Reflective Assessment
Assessment establishes where students are in their learning. Descriptive and timely feedback ensures students learn from practice. Students are actively involved in self-assessment, peer assessment, and goal-setting for improvement.
5. Recording Student Achievement
1. Formative achievement is recorded through grades.
2. Students and parents have access to progress records.
3. Portfolios are used to organize and track student work.
4. Google Classroom is utilized for recording and communication.
6. Reporting Student Achievement
1. Parent-Teacher Conferences at the end of the first and third quarters.
2. Student-Led Conferences.
3. Progress Reports at the end of the first and third quarters.
4. Report Cards at the end of each semester.

The MYP assessment criteria across subject groups can be summarized as follows: 
	Subject Area
	Criterion A
	Criterion B
	Criterion C
	Criterion D

	Language and Literature
	Analysing
	Organizing
	Producing text
	Using language

	Language Acquisition
	Comprehending spoken & visual text
	Comprehending written & visual text
	Communicating
	Using language

	Individuals and Societies
	Knowing and understanding
	Investigating
	Communicating
	Thinking critically

	Sciences
	Knowing and understanding
	Inquiring and designing
	Processing and evaluating
	Reflecting on the impacts of science

	Mathematics
	Knowing and understanding
	Investigating patterns
	Communicating
	Applying mathematics in real-world contexts

	Arts
	Knowing and understanding
	Developing skills
	Thinking creatively
	Responding

	Physical and Health Education
	Knowing and understanding
	Planning for performance
	Applying and performing
	Reflecting and improving performance

	Design
	Inquiring and analysing
	Developing ideas
	Creating the solution
	Evaluating

	MYP Projects
	Investigating
	Planning
	Taking action
	Reflecting

	Interdisciplinary
	Disciplinary grounding
	Synthesizing and applying
	Communicating
	Reflecting





MYP GENERAL GRADE DESCRIPTORS

	Grade
	Boundary Guidelines (Criterion Levels Total)
	Descriptor

	1
	1–5
	Very limited achievement. The student demonstrates minimal understanding of the required knowledge and skills, and very little application of them in familiar situations.

	2
	6–9
	Limited achievement. The student demonstrates basic understanding of some required knowledge and skills, and limited application of them in familiar situations.

	3
	10–14
	Adequate achievement. The student demonstrates some understanding of the required knowledge and skills, and applies them adequately in familiar situations.

	4
	15–18
	Satisfactory achievement. The student demonstrates a good understanding of the required knowledge and skills, and applies them effectively in familiar situations.

	5
	19–23
	Good achievement. The student demonstrates a consistent and thorough understanding of the required knowledge and skills, and applies them well in familiar and some unfamiliar situations.

	6
	24–27
	Very good achievement. The student demonstrates a very good understanding of the required knowledge and skills, and applies them in a wide variety of familiar and unfamiliar situations.

	7
	28–32
	Excellent achievement. The student demonstrates a comprehensive and sophisticated understanding of the required knowledge and skills, and applies them creatively and insightfully in a wide variety of situations.




MYP Principles into Practice 2014, p 80 MYP Principles into Practice 2014, p 93


INTERNAL STANDARDIZATION OF ASSESSMENT
Purpose of Standardization

 The standardization process in the MYP at Cubahiro International School is designed:

1. To ensure that administrators, teachers, assistant teachers, and support staff understand and adhere to IB MYP assessment procedures.
2. To guarantee fairness and consistency for all learners in the MYP.
3. To uphold integrity in assessment practices and results, both within and beyond Cubahiro International School.
4. To present a clear and consistent picture of student achievement across the programme.

Standardization Processes 
There are three major processes followed in conducting internal standardization:
1. Development and/or modification of assessment tasks.
2. Development of assessment criteria.
3. Standardization of teacher feedback.

1. Development and/or Modification of Assessment Tasks 
MYP assessments and tests are collaboratively prepared within subject groups under the facilitation of department heads. Teachers, equipped to make informed judgments of student achievement, prepare task‑specific clarifications and align them with the content taught, the global context under exploration, and the ATL skills assessed in each MYP year. This process is conducted in collaboration with the exam coordinator and the MYP coordinator.
All assessments must meet the criteria of validity, authenticity, reliability, and conformity to subject requirements. For MYP projects, the Personal Project and Community Project coordinators facilitate meetings with supervisors and teachers to present action plans, ATL skills, timelines, and guidelines for assessment.

2. Development of Assessment Criteria
 Department heads, project coordinators, and subject teachers collaboratively moderate assessments to ensure clarity and appropriateness of command terms, criteria, and strands. Scrutiny is applied to confirm alignment with subject or project guides, adherence to the assessment policy, and responsiveness to access and inclusion needs of all students.


3. Standardization of Teacher Feedback 
Teachers within subject groups and project supervisors meet to review feedback from sample marked assessments. During these sessions, teachers compare awarded marks and discuss the rationale behind their judgments. This exercise enhances the accuracy of feedback, strengthens consistency in marking, and supports teachers new to the programme in developing precision when awarding marks.
Striving for Excellence
“Education is not the learning of facts but the training of the mind to think."
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